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(CONTINUED) 



[Extracts from Council Proceedings, 1681-1683.*] 

King Charles 2 by his Letters 4 August 32 Regni directs 
the Lord Culpeper to acquaint the Assembly that he should 
give Orders for the better management of the Quit Rents 
and requires him to return a true State of them. 

*The period 1681-1683 was one of hard times and discontent in Vir- 
ginia. The immediate consequences of Bacon's Rebellion, as is gener- 
ally the case with unsuccessful revolts, were bad. The English Govern- 
ment was jealously suspicious of any claim of colonial privilages, and 
the people of the Colony had suffered too much during 1676 and 1677, 
not to be timid about asserting these rights Berkeley's friends, Philip 
Luduell, Robert Beverley, Edward Hill, Thomas Ballard and others 
had incurred the ill-well of the commissioners sent to suppress the 
rebellion, and through them, that of the English Government. By a 
curious reversal, these men, who had been looked upon as the oppres- 
sors of the people, became the chief supporters of Colonial rights and 
their course in this augmented the dislike with which they were viewed 
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Lord Anglesey Keeper of the privy Seal, Bridgwater, Es- 
sex, Fauconberg, Henry Coventry, Henry Capel, Winchester, 
Worcester, Bath, L Hyde, J. Ernie, H Powle, by their Letter 
dated 14 January 1679 acquaint Lord Culpeper that his Ma- 
jesty had been pleased to appoint them to be a Committee 
of his privy Council for the Inspection and Management of 
all Affairs relating to the Forreign Plantations, and direct 
him and the Council to transmit unto them Quarterly a Par- 
ticular Account of all matters of Importance whether Civil 
Eccleciastical or Military which shall concern this Colony 
and more Especially what shall be proposed debated or Con- 
cluded in the Council upon the framing and perusing of 
Laws and the present State of the trade and the Obstruc- 
tions in the Course thereof and this Account to be sign'd 
by the Governor and Council. 

by the authorities in England. In 1680, for the first and last time, the 
General Assembly of Virginia had passed acts, whose terms were pre- 
scribed by any authority but its own. (See this Magazine, XIV, 362- 

37'-) 

The price of tobacco was very low for several years and there was a 
general feeling that only a reduction of the crop or a cessation from 
planting for a year would raise the value. When efforts in this direction 
failed, mobs assembled in Gloucester, New Kent and Middlesex and 
riotously destroyed tobacco on many plantations. These predecessors 
of modern " night-riders " were famous in early Virginia history as the 
" plant-cutters." The plant-cutters were suppressed by the militia, and 
a number of arrests made. A few persons were punished; but the mild 
and amiable Chichley, who was acting governor during Culpeper's absence 
in England, soon issued a general pardon. On Lord Culpeper's return 
in November, 1682, he was much chagrined to find that his power to 
punish had been so much limited and his feeling was shared by his 
superiors at home. Notwithstanding Chichley's pardon, Culpeper 
brought a number of persons to trial and executed several. 

Major Robert Beverley, the Clerk of the House of Burgesses, and a 
man who had great influence with that body, had for several years been 
in bad repute with the home government on account his positive refusal 
to allow the commissioners to have copies of the journals of the House 
without its consent. He was charged with having been largely instru- 
mental in instigating the plant-cutting, and in stirring up the discontent 
caused by the foolish attempt to force the people of Virginia to trade 
at certain towns, existing chiefly in the acts establishing them. He was 
arrested in the summer of 1682 and not finally released until May, 16S4. 
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May 4th 1681. The Council acquaint their Lordships that 
what their Lordships required had been annually transmitted 
to the Secretary of state that the Lord Culpeper had carried 
exact Coppies of the Laws pa c t when he was here, that the 
Assembly had lately represented the State of trade of the 
Colony, to which they could add nothing, but that it was in 
a more declining condition. 

The Council write to the Lord Culpeper and acquaint him 
with this Letter and desire his Lordships Intercession for a 
cessation "of Planting Tobacco and tell his Lordship how the 
inhabitants complain of the Soldiers being quartered upon 
them and refuse to receive them and desire that they may' 
be paid off. 

Sir Henry Chicheley Prorogues the Assembly from 15 
February 1681 to 18 April 1682 Commissioners Treasury 30 
November 1681 Signifie his Majesty's Orders for paying of 
the two foot Companies according to a Schedule annext and 
£3747-6-8 sent over to Sir H. Chicheley Nich Spenser Nath 
Bacon Philip Ludwell or any three of them. 

King orders Sir Henry Chicheley not to call any Assembly 
until the 10 November 1682 Lord Culpeper being directed 
to repair to his Government within a few Months dated 
20th January 1681. 

Sir H Chicheley issues a Proclamation to prohibit all 
Riotous and tumultuous meetings on account of plant cutting 
in Gloster May 3 1682. 

Order the Commanders of the Counties to raise the Militia 
to Surpress these Riots in New Kent. 

By another proclamation dated 12 August 1682 declares 
unlawful Assembling to cut up pull up or otherwise destroy- 
ing tobacco Plants to be open Rebellion in the Actors thereof 
and the penalties inflicted by the Statute 13 Henry 4. upon 
Justices of peace who do not their duty in Surpressing Riots 
and upon such who refuse to assist the Justices and further 
declares that all persons who shall hereafter assemble in like 
Manner shall be deemed and prosecuted as Rebels. 
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Calls on Assembly 18 April 1682 and directs a new Elec- 
tion for such Members as are dead by proclamation dated 1 
March 1681. 

Then receiving the King's said Order by proclamation 
dated 29 September 1682 dissolves that Assembly and Sum- 
mons another 10 November 1682 Dec'r, 23 1682 Lord Cul- 
peper issues a Proclamation to all Sheriffs to issue the King's 
in their Respective Counties 31 January 1682 Issues a pro- 
clamation for raising the price of foreign Coin by the King's 
Instruction bearing date 27. January 1681 obtained upon the 
Address of Assembly 1680 French Crown, Rix dollar, Piece 
of Eight 6s half pieces — 3s ]/\ pieces at iod, the New Eng- 
land coin at 1 | and at that value to be paid and received. 
Except for the 2s p Hd. Quit Rents and other duties paya- 
ble to his Majesty, and debts contracted for Bills of Ex- 
change and declares that Money tendered at that Rate shall 
be deemed a Sufficient tender 31 January 1682 by proclama- 
tion commands all Church wardians to return to the Secre- 
tary's Office an abstract of their Levies. 

Secretary Spencer by Order of Lord Culpeper writes to 
Captain Terril Commander of his Majesty's Ship Mermaid 
to deliver a Servant of Mr. Tod by him received on board 
upon pay. Tyrrel answers he will be accountable to the Ad- 
miralty for that he deserted the King's Ship Orange Tree and 
was brought over a Servant to Virginia February 23d 1682. 
24 Feb. 1682 Lord Culpeper commands the Sherif of York 
to go on board Captain Tyrrel and to demand and receive 
this Servant and bring him before the Governor and Coun- 
cil. 

January 10. 1682 gives Order for the Rigorous prosecu- 
tion of the plant Cutten pursuant to his Majesty's Com- 
mands. 

January 11, 1682. Makes a Speech to the Council was ac- 
quaints them that his Majesty expects to receive from them 
on Account of the Government since his departure out of 
it Anno 1680 particularly as to the Stoping of Ships upon 
pretence of the late Act about making the calling the As- 
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sembly last April the Occasion Rise Growth and progress 
of the late Insurrection Commotions about Tobacco Plants 
destroying. The present true State of the Country — the 
best Manner of Managing for the future. 

Orders made by King Charles 2d 21 December 1681 in 
Council whereas he was pleased by his Instructions dated 
December 1679 to direct the Lord Culpeper to signifie his 
Majesty's high resentment of a Seditious declaration made 
by the Assembly of Virginia during the Government of Col 
Jefferies whereby they set forth that his Majesty's Commis- 
sioners having called for and forced from the Clerk of the 
Assembly all the Original Journals of the Assembly which 
power they suppose his Majesty would not grant them for 
that they find not the same to have been practiced by the 
Kings of England and did therefore take the same to be a 
Violation of their privileges desiring with all Satisfacton to 
be given them, that they might be assured no such Violation 
of their priviledges should be offered for the future To the 
End therefore that such unwarrantable proceedings of the 
Assembly may not be a president hereafter and seem to have 
his Majesty's Allowance he declares that as he is graciously 
pleased to pardon the persons offending therein so he doth 
wholly disapprove the said Declaration and directs that not 
only all Record to that Effect be taken of the File and rased 
out of the Books in Virginia and Signifies his Royal pleasure 
to the Lord Culpeper to propose a Bill in the next Assembly 
condemning the said proceedings and declaring the Right 
of his Majesty and his Officers to call for all the public 
Records and Journals whenever they shall think it necessary 
for his Royal service. 

June 17. 1682, Upon the petition of Thomas Sands of 
London Merchant — and the Lord Danby High Treasurer — 
thereupon his Majesty was pleased the 24 of May 1678. to 
give Liberty to the Petitioner to Ship out of Virginia free 
of the impost of that Country five hundred and Eighty Hogs- 
heads of Tobacco for this Kingdom in lieu of like Quantity 
which after Payment of the Duty he Exported from thence 
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in the Year 1665 on the Wm. and Sarah, which was taken 
by the Dutch and utterly lost which Order having not been 
complied with the petitioner in July last again humbly peti- 
tioned his Majesty setting forth his hard usage with the 
great Expense he had been put to in the prosecution of this 
business and humbly praying to be relieved, his Majesty 
was pleased to refer the same to the Right Hon'ble the Lords 
Commissioners of the treasury who having reported their 
Opinion that the petitioner should be allowed to ship that 
Quantity of Tobacco free of Virginia duty — and the King 
approves the Report and orders the Governor of Virginia to 
issue all necessary orders and directions for allowing the 
said import. 

Lord Culpeper 13th March 1682 issues a proclamation com- 
manding the County Courts to Summon Grand Jurys to make 
presentment of all the Offenders against the Laws of this 
Colony but more especially that strict Enquiry be made by 
the Grand Juries after the breach of that most provident 
and necessary Law requiring Two Acres of Indian Corn or 
one Acre of Wheat to be tended by Each Tithable and that 
the Justices should return such presentment to the 12 day of 
the next and afterwards to the fifth day of the General 
Court. 

11 June 1682 Sir Henry Chicheley, Spencer, Bacon and 
Ludwell certifie the Lords of the Treasury that they had 
paid of the 2 foot Companys. 

Sheriff of York returns that Captain Tyrrell had refused 
to deliver Skerington's servant but that Captain Rider's Boat- 
swain offers to pay for him. 

13 March 1682 Lord Culpeper issues a Proclamation setting 
forth that the Lieut Governor upon the first notice of the 
rising of Mutinous persons in Gloster in a rebellious Manner 
forceably entering many plantations and cutting up and de- 
stroying Tobacco Plants had by Proclamation commanded 
such persons to seperate and required all his Master's Sub- 
jects to be aiding and assisting to subdue and reduce these 
tumultuous Plant Cutters which clemency not finding its de- 
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sired effect, did by another proclamation declare them Tray- 
tors and Rebels who were afterwards suppressed by the 
Forces set forth for that service but John Haley of Gloster 
supposed to be an Active contriver of plant cutting stood 
bound for his Appearance the fourth day of November Gen- 
eral Court did not Appear but absconded therefore requires 
him to surrender himself and Offers 50.£ reward for taking 
him. 

10 May 1682 Commands the Sherif of James City not to 
proceed upon the Sale of goods of one Wm. Morris taken 
by virtue of an Attachment until he and the Council had a 
full information therein. 

The Council make report to the Governor of the State of 
this Country for three Years That his Excellency left Vir- 
ginia in August 1680 leaving Sir Henry Chicheley Deputy 
Governor with Instructions which were not made known to 
the most of the Council and the Government went quietly on 
till the usual time of Shipping Tobacco in the Year 1681 and 
then the traders were obstructed in their Traffick under 
Colour of an Act of Assembly made in June 1680 which en- 
joyned them to bring their Merchandizes to certain places 
and from those places to lade all their Tobacco but several 
Masters and Traders not finding any reception or Shelter 
for themselves of Merchandize did absolutely refuse to com- 
ply with the Act and traded as they used to do for which 
they suffered much inconvenience and Trouble the Prosecu- 
tion being chiefly managed by such persons and their In- 
struments who had a particular regard to their own Interests 
whereby trade was greatly discouraged and the best part of 
the Country dissatisfied Afterwards the same persons insin- 
uated with the Easy sort of people how advantagious an Act 
for a Cessation of planting for one Year, — Many people in 
3 or 4 Counties sign a petition to the Governor to call an As- 
sembly for that Purpose which were favorably thereupon Sum- 
moned without Advice of the Council to meet in April 1682 
which met accordingly but after some time spent in fruitless 
debates were dissolved and another Summoned — Then many 
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persons in New Kent Gloster and Middlesex petitioning Coun- 
ties fall to cutting up Tobacco Plants to prevent which the 
Deputy Governor issued several proclamations the chief 
Actors being inconsiderable people they forbore Prosecution 
hoping that time would discover the Authors and Contrivers 
of this Scheme. 

The present State of Country is Extremely poor — people 
not able to buy common necessarys whereby they are led to 
believe all Suggestions how impeacheable soever — at peace 
with the Indians but Obliged to keep Forces in pay to pre- 
vent Sudden Mischiefs ; propose that the Indian's Trade 
should be confined and by the directions of his Majesty put 
into the hands of one or two persons, Men of Integrity and 
Ability for 5 Years, and they to pay for the same towards 
supporting the Government, That no Indians should be 
Slaves That the Bounds of the Country may not be encroacht 
on as had been attempted by the Government [of] Carolina 
and Lord Baltimore — They purpose for lessening the Quan- 
tity of Tobacco that none should be planted after the 24 of 
June and that Maryland may be under the same restriction 
and for the better Security of the Country that a Garrison 
and Sixty Soldiers may be maintained which would prevent 
disorders or suddenly suppress them, they Supplicate his 
Majesty that he would for the Security of the Country di- 
rect that a Man of War Ketch with 12 G[uns] and 40 
men be appointed to attend upon the Government whereby 
many frauds in exporting Tobacco to the plantations might 
be prevented. That where as his Majesty had granted all the 
Southern part of the Colony's Quit Rents to the Lords Arling- 
ton and Culpeper for a Certain term of Years that his Majesty 
would be pleased to give those Noble Lords something in Lieu 
and appropriate the Quit Rents together with all Escheats to 
the use of the Government. That his Majesty would be 
pleased to take under his Royal consideration the Act for 
Towns and Signifie his Will and pleasure to the next Assem- 
bly — And whereas there are many contingent Charges which 
are to be paid for the Support of the Government by the As- 
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sembly there being no standing Revenue to discharge the 
same and the Burgesses' wages and their Officers Salaries 
commonly Exceed the Publick Charge therefore they pro- 
pcse that his Majesty will be pleased to direct the General 
Assembly that some more easy method may be settled for 
discharging the publick debts and to provide that the Gov- 
ernor and Council be impowered to raise 20 lb. Tobacco & 
Poll for paying the publick Debts and the Tobacco so Levied 
to be accounted for to the next Assembly which would be no 
greater power than the Justices have in every County. 

Signed 
Robert Smith Nicholas Spencer 

Joseph Bridger Nathaniel Bacon 

Philip Ludwell William Cole 

John Page Richard Lee 

William Byrd 

May 9, 1682. It is the Opinion of the Board that Robert 
Beverton [Beverley] hath been Eminently Instrumental in 
the late Commotion by Stirring up Information upon the 
Act of Cohabitation, also by setting on foot petitions for an 
Assembly and from thence giving assurances of a Cessation 
by which the Inhabitants have been provoked to the present 
disorder there he is ordered to be committed a prisoner by 
the Sherif of Middlesex under safe custody on board the 
Duke of York there to remain till further Order. 

May 19. Several persons ordered to be taken into Cus- 
tody for uttering Words tending to encourage plant cutting 
till they give security. 

May 25. Others ordered to be brought up to be pro- 
ceeded against for Plant Cutting. 

May 26. Others ordered to be kept in Prison till the next 
General Court — Ralph Wormeley Esq'r Mathew Kemp and 
Christopher Wormeley ordered to seize the Assembly papers 
in the possession of Robert Beverley and to break open doors 
if they are refused — Robert Beverley ought to be delivered 
by Capt. Purvis upon Purvis's Petition Commander of the 
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Duke of York to Captain Jeffries Commissioner of the Con- 
cord and a Guard appointed to keep him till further Order. 

Several Plant Cutters discharged giving Bond for their 
good Behaviour. 

June 15. Robert Beverley ordered to be sent prisoner to 
the Eastern Shore and to be conveyed by the Sherif of York 
and a Guard on board Col'o Custis's Sloop and delivered to 
the Sherif of Northampton and the Sherif of York to return 
with the Guard and press any Sloop. 

June 19. Robert Beverley having escaped out of the Cus- 
tody of the Sheriff of York from on board Col'o Custis his 
Sloop where he was kept in Order to be sent over to 
Northampton and being again taken at his House in Middle- 
sex he is Ordered to be safely conveyed to James City and 
to be brought before the Governor and Council to receive 
such further Order as shall be found expedient He is again 
ordered on board Col'o Custis's Sloop and to be transported 
to Northampton and the Master Ordered to receive him June 

25- 

Henry Jenkins Ordered to be brought before the Council 

for speaking opprobrious Words to John Page a Member of 

the Council and Otho Thorp a justice of peace and committed 

till he give Bond for for his good Behaviour. 

June 20th. Several Plant Cutters pardoned upon their 
Petitions. 

June 21. The Council Orders one Threader a Plant Cutter 
to pay 450 lb Tobacco or 20.£ to one Hurd for bringing him 
up and if he refuse Execution to Issue: and the same order 
is made against another. 

July 8. Wm. Dyer forbid to correct his servant Rich'd 
Rogers and to enter into Bond not to do it, another Person 
committed till he enter into Bond for his good Behaviour for 
speaking dangerous Words. 

September 25, 1682. Robert Beverley petitions for a hab. 
Corp. to be directed to the Sheriff of Northampton, which 
was denied, the whole proceeding being transmitted to his 
Majesty and his pleasure not yet known. 
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September 30. A Committee of the Council appointed to 
Examine plant cutters and to make such order concerning 
them as they should think fit they meet and bind several of 
them over to the General Court and Council others till they 
give security for their good Behaviour. 

November 11, 1682. Major Beverley being under veher- 
ment Suspicion of being instrumental in stirring up the peo- 
ple in the last Outrages of plant cutting and having being 
committed to the Sherif of Northampton till the King's pleas- 
ure is known and the Board having represented the Matter 
to the King and the Arrival of the Lord Culpeper being Daily 
expected with the Signification of the King's pleasure there- 
fore to proceed upon the Charge against him wou'd speak 
want of duty to his Majesty and respect to his Excellency 
and the board being informed that the said Beverley was at 
that Juncture at large which might prove inconvenient They 
order him to be taken into Custody of the Sherif of James 
City who was ordered to transport him back to the Sherif 
of Northampton by him to be kept untill he be remanded 
thence by Order of the Board. 

John Story chief Mate of the Golden fortune petitions the 
Governor and Council setting forth that the Master of the 
ship was dead and that one Nerrey had taken upon him the 
command by appointment praying he may be admitted to the 
command being Entitled to it by the Laws of Oleron, and 
the board Order the Books and papers of the Master to be 
examined and depositions of Witnesses to be taken in Order 
to reconcile this Matter. 

16 November. Robert Beverley being detained on this side 
the Bay by contrary Winds is ordered to be committed to the 
Sherif of York by him to be kept in such a place as he shall 
think fit till he should be thence remanded. 

November 22. Philip May being summoned to appear be- 
fore this board for spreading several false reports tending 
the disturbance of the People appeared and confessed the 
Matter but that another had told him the story whose name 
he cou'd not remember — and the Board considering the Case 
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and the Act of Assembly had out of their Clemency mitigated 
the fine and ordered him to pay five hundred pounds To- 
bacco to H. Owen and to pay a Witness for his Attendance. 

November 27. The Sheriff of James City ordered to re- 
ceive a Criminal committed for Murder from the Sherif of 
Isle o' Wight. 

Several Plant Cutters remanded back to Gloster there to 
remain in Custody till they enter into Bond with security for 
their good behaviour and the Sherif of James City ordered 
to convey them and to press boats for that purpose. 

The Governor and Council order Captain Christopher Mor- 
gan to deliver all goods brought in by him for one Sam'l 
Blades deceased to be Secured for the Creditors the 9 Months 
not being expired which the Law requires before administra- 
tion shall be granted. 

They order Owen March to deliver all Books and papers 
belinging to Argol Yardly deceased to his Widow Sarah 
Yardly, It being the Opinion of the board that the keeping 
the Books &c from the Widow might occasion great ruin to 
her Husband's Estate and no ways keep the Court of North- 
ampton indemnified from any trouble occasion by the Neglect 
or deceit of the said Yardly in the time of his Shrevalty and 
they ordered that she should give Bond and security to in- 
demnifie that Court from all troubles causes suits costs or 
causes of Suits whatsoever by reason of the said Argol Yard- 
ley not discharging the Office of the Sherif of the County in 
the Year 1681 as the Law required. 

December 13, 1682. 

John Sackler a Notorious Plant cutter pardoned upon his 
giving Security to build a Bridge over the Dragon Swamp 
and to keep it in repair for 21 Years. 

The Governor and Council give Judgment for the Condem- 
nation of sundry Caske of Buck and Doe Skins Shipt on board 
the ship Dolphin by John Herbert amounting to 1876 Con- 
trary to the Act 1680 and Order Herbert to pay the Penalty 
of the Act. 
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January io, 1682. Lord Culpeper is present in Council with 
Sir Henry Chicheley and others of the Council and lays be- 
fore them the King's Instructions about Plant Cutting and 
thereupon Ordered that Somerset Davis Jojin Cockin Bartho. 
Austin and Richard Bayly be forthwith committed for high 
Treason and tried the fourth day of next Court and the Attor- 
ney General ordered to do his Duty consideration was had 
about Robert Beverley and found that it could be proved 
against him. 

That he had broke up publick Letters directed to the Secre- 
tary's Office with the Writs enclosed for calling the Assembly 
in April, 1682, and took upon him the Exercise of that part 
of the Government which belongs to the Secretary but con- 
trary to his. 

Sir H. Chickeley affirming that the same was done with- 
out his privity order or Consent. That he had made up the 
Journal and inserted his Majesty's Letters therein being first 
communicated to the House of Burgesses at their prorogation 
after their said prorogation. That he refused to deliver Cop- 
pies of the Journal of the House of Burgesses, 1682, to the 
Lieut Governor and Council saying he might Not do it with- 
out leave of his Masters. 

Governor and Council order Peter Perry to take Care of 
the Estate of Daniel Park Esq'r one of his Exectors being 
dead in this Country and the other haveing renounced the 
Executorship until Orders given by the Executors in England. 

January 31, 1682. 

John Wilcox Mariner petitions the Governor and Council 
setting forth that he was appointed Master of the Ship Lyon 
of Cork by the owners of the Ship with advice to follow the 
directions of Edward Bab 1-3 owner who had displaced him 
& praying to be restored the board not being willing to make 
Orders. Order Bab & Clay the New Master to appear at 
Greenspring on the 5th day of February next before the Gov- 
ernor and Council at which time and place the difference 
should be determined and justice done. 
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For as much as by the 13 Cap of the Statute of Gloster It 
is provided that after such time as a plea shall be moved in 
any Court by writ the Tenant shall have no power to make 
any wast or ***** of the Land in demand hanging the 
plea and if he do the Court in which the Question depends 
shall cause it to be kept at the Suit of the Demandant and 
whereas there are Several Suits depending in the General 
Court between Colo. Lewis [Leroy] Griffin Major Lewis Bur- 
well Plantiffs and Ralph Wormeley Esq's Defendant about 
the Title of what Lands Col'o John Burninham died seized 
and the 5th day of the next General Court being appointed 
for the final determination of the same the Sheriff of Middle- 
sex is commanded to see the said fully observed by going per- 
sonally to the Messuages and Tenements of which the said 
John Burnham died seized. 

Edmond Jennings his Majesty's Attorney General pre- 
sented a Petition to the board setting forth that in the late 
unhappy Rebellion there were several persons convicted of 
high Treason by which their Estates were forfeited and that 
since that time several other Fines and forfeitures are become 
due to his Majestry of which no care hath been taken, and 
likewise hitherto all information, upon the breach of any 
penal Law that have been brought in the General Assembly 
General Courts or County Courts by the Informers without 
his knowledge advice or Consent, which being considered, It 
is Ordered as to the 2 first points it being a Neglect of the 
Kings Interest that the Attorney General or his sufficient 
Deputy to seize all forfeited Estates and to levy the Fines 
and other forfeitures and as to the last Point the Practice 
complained of being found to be contrary to the known and 
regular way of proceeding in the like regular Cases in Eng- 
land. It is ordered that thereafter no Information whatever 
be admitted or prosecuted in any Court of Record in this 
Colony without the knowledge advise and Consent of the 
Attorney General or such other discreet Person as he shall 
im power and appoint to manage the same. And that such 
Person or Persons as he shall appoint return under their re- 
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spective hands a particular account of all Fines and forfei- 
tures & c to the said Attorney General. 

February 21, 1682. 

John Buckner called before the Lord Culpeper and his 
Council for Printing the Laws of 1680 without his Excel- 
lency's License and he and the Printer order to enter into 
Bond in iooi not to print any thing thereafter until his 
Majesty's pleasure shall be known. 

Davis and others Plant Cutters petition the Governor set- 
ting forth the Hardships they undergo in Prison. 

(to be continued.) 
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From the Originals in the Virginia State Archives. 



CONTINUED. 



Dissenters Petition,* Albemarle, Amherst and Buck- 
ingham — November 9th, 1776. 

Ref'd to Comm. upon the State of the County — 

To the Honourable, the Delegates and Senators, Representa- 
tives of the several Counties and Corporations of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, assembled at the City of Wil- 
liamsburg. 

The Memorial & Petition of the Desenters from the Church 
of England and others in the Counties of Albemarle, Amherst 
& Buckenham, humbly sheweth. 

* The best annotation of these religious petitions is Dr. Eckenrode's 
admirable work The Separation of Church and State in Virginia. 



